METAPHYSICS  OF  THE  WILL
inatics and in the pure a priori science of nature as It was formulated by Kant. These owe their transparent clearness precisely to their absence of real content, or to the slightness of this. The attempt to reduce organic life to chemistry, this again to mechanism, and at last everything to arithmetic, could It succeed, would leave mere form behind, from which all the content of phenomena would have vanished. And the form would in the end be form of the subject. But the enterprise is vain. ' For in everything in nature there is something of which no ground can ever be given, of which no explanation is possible, no cause further is to be sought' What for man is his inexplicable character, presupposed In every explanation of his deeds from motives, that for every Inorganic body Is its Inexplicable quality, the manner of Its acting.
The basis of this too is will, and ' groundless/ Inexplicable will; but evidently the conception here is not identical with that of the Will that is one and all. How do we pass from the universal to that which has a particular character or quality ? For of the Will as thing-in-itself we are told that there is not a greater portion In a man and a less In a stone. The relation of part and whole belongs exclusively to space. The more 35